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ABSTRACT

This study investigates the effect of film prodaoatiand cinema on improving the understanding ofiesits'
academic achievement of department of English laggwand literature in their literary courses inegahand novel and
drama in particular. The population are selectethfthe third year level of the students in depantnoé English language
and literature in Ajloun university college at Aaja’ Applied university who were enrolled in (Nvand (Drama) in the
second semester of the academic year 2014/2015sdrhple selected of the study consisted of (2%)esits. They were
distributed in to two experimental groups: thetfishich was considered as the control group , thdents before seeing
any movie and depended mainly on the informatiodeustand from the literary texts; the second groapsists of the
students after seeing a film production of the havehe play. Both groups are asked to write arepbout specific topic
in the novel. The study proved that students witeived on line facilities and saw the film had rgi@able gains in their
analysis of the novel drama and revealed a greatigrstanding than those who depended only omditéexts. In light of
these findings, the study recommended that oniliaehing in general and film watching supplemest tdsaching of

literary courses for learners of English as a séddanguage.
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INTRODUCTION

The modern electronic means of teaching in germdlthe use of film production as a means of teacliterary
courses enrich the understanding of the literaxysteThe rapid spread of on- line sources suchleagrenic books and
libraries, auditory as well as visual aids in aidditto the educational web sites played a greatirofacilitatingE-learning
and making knowledge available for any one. In lilgist, educators look forward updating their meand techniques for
teaching. Therefore, many universities enrolled ynalectronic programs in their teaching syllabusiese they became
aware of the importance of these programs as ditgp@id and make their Staff in line up withmodemhucational
technology. Also, the wide spread of internet opgm#:iew horizons for students to look for quickrses that help them
in their study. A major attention is seen in thedsints' interest in watching films for novels/ @agssigned for their
academic study. Therefore, the use of cinema arlti-media and electronic sources as aids enrickashing of literary
courses in departments of English language anddiitee. The importance of such aids relies on pliogi the students of

an interactive academic environment in which thelsbts learnand have fun simultaneously.
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In this light, watching films of novels and drancathasterpiecesis seen as one of the greatest riwtnink
students with an interactive teaching process. 8 afiplied effectively, this process must have thmegor elements: the
instructor, who carefully choose the literary tard enables the availability of the cinematic farhihe text for his / her
students. Second, the student and finally, thealsi@itacademic environment that provides the stsdeith everything
they need in learning such as the specialized tladisare provided by computers and visual as velwaitory aids free
without the students need to pay any expanses. ®aching environment increases the students'iitiguand literary
abilities. Teaching literary text in this way opehs door for the direct interaction between tharirctor and his students

in the one hand, and among students themselvdweathier hand.

Taking the instructors into consideration, the esgipient of films in explaining novels makes it isiea for them
to fill the gaps that they didn't explain for thalesof time and students were supposed to study thethemselves. The
use of film as teaching aid in illustration erasies distances between instructors and studentsenlevel , and makes

teaching more exciting and enjoyable and incretisestudents' self- learning and improve their cemication skills.
Statement of the Problem

Many students who learn English as a second larguagiplain of the difficulty of literary texts ifompared
with linguistic and skills courses. This might nefeack to the lack of exposure of the students with masterpieces of
literary works. This problem is seen in particularthe traditional techniques of teaching literdexts that mainly
depended on lecturing and oral seminars. Howeher study suggests that the use of the modern absiof cinema
production of the great literary works not only iféate the teaching process, but also increasesutiderstanding and
acquisition of the foreign language as well. Thedgtaims to prove that watching films play agreasierin teaching
because as Ferguson argues that such modern csolinees enrich the students skills and savesdimdeefforts as well.
(2001)

The Purpose of the Study

The researches aim at examining the effect of vimgcRlms of literary texts in improving foreign nguage

university students' comprehension of literary veork
The Hypothesis

There are statistically significant differencestadents' achievement in literary texts analysis wuasing films

as a teaching aid.
Significance of the Study

Much attention is paid for exploring the interaatiof foreign language students' with the literaexts in a
traditional way i.e. (Lecturing). However, the raesghers investigate how far the modern on lineheacin general and
film watching in particular could implement theendctive teaching atmosphere for learning Englssh aecond language

in Jordanian universities.

Definition of the Terms
Educational Websites

Are the sites made for the purpose of educatiompgae may vary accordingly it may be to educatenttos
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counsel them. Some websites like Facebook prowidéacility to make your own page for the instibutior wherever you
are working for example GSSS Fatehabad is the pagmg information of its own school for the educaal purposes.

(www.answer s.com.1)
E-Learning

Is the use of electronic technology in teaching leadning, and accordingly is a subset of educatitechnology.
(Moore et.al, 2011). E-learning includes informatand communication technology (ICT) in educatigdTech, learning
technology, multimedia learning, technology-enhandearning (TEL), computer-based instruction (CBthmputer
managed instruction, computer-based training (CB®mputer-assisted instruction or computer-aidatruction (CAl),
internet-based training (IBT), flexible learningelbased training (WBT), online education, onliearhing.( Major,
Claire ,2015).

An Electronic Resource

Is any information source that the library providascess to in an electronic format (Electronic Reses
Definition) For the purpose of the Research Dateba#/eb page these are defined as online informa#saurces,
including bibliographic databases, electronic refiee books, search engines for full text collegjafigital collections of

data and data sets. Not included are individuatneéerence e-books and individual e-journals.

Literary Courses

These are the courses taught at department of dbnigihguage and literature at Al-Balga' Appliedvensity

novel, drama.

TEFL : Teaching English as a foreign language.
Films Watched: (Othello, wuthering Heights)
Limitations

e The sample of the study was limited to 50 studemoring in English of Ajloun University college-I#alga’
University in (novel, drama) during the second s&ereof the academic year 2014/2015.

e There are limitations related to the differencentsstn the number of students in the control grodg) éhd the

experimented (25) of the same levél (&ar)

* The research is limited to trace the effects ohgidivo different teaching methods:the traditionatsusmodern

techniques.
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

There are many studies carried out about the motitmiques in teaching. For example,Berge andirGoll
(1995) believed that the teaching environmentithased in the past is no longer suitable for techowadays:according
to them, the new technologies of the internet prieskthe on-line teaching as a major key for susfae$EFL (Teaching
English as a foreign language). They refer thig facthe new methods of teaching which involve roeng tutoring,

project — based instruction, retrieval of informati course management and other activities usirdemaechnology.
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Sivin- kachala and Bialo (2000) made many studiastiee role of technology in enriching the students'
achievements, and recommended the application efettucation that depends on interaction especihflydistance

education.

Another related study is Boster, ET. Al (2002) wéxplored how far the employment of the standardseta
video clips can help in improving students, a ashirents. The sample of the study compares betweergtoups of
students' a group exposed to the application ofoidip and the second group the students' whdaveste traditional
method of teaching.The study shows results in fafdhose who were exposed to video —clips instonel method of

teaching.

Gordin &Means (2000) investigated the role playgdcbmputer technologies in supporting learning émeyal

and critical thinking and literary analysis in pautar.

Finally, Cavanaugh (2001) in her experimental gtsgiroved the importance of interactive educatgpeeially

teaching which employs video conferencing and otheans of communications.
Sample of the Study

The sample consists of (50) students’, at Al- Baglied university — Ajloun college in two coussénovel and
drama) (25) students' in the control group and @&jlents’ in the experimental group. They weré&idiged in to two
experimental groups: the first which was consideasdthe control group, the students before seefrygnaovie and
depended mainly on the information understand fthenliterary texts; the second group consists ef dtudents after
seeing a film production of the novel or the plBpth groups are asked to write a report about fipgopic in the novel.
Then students have to answer a questionnaire twearthe question of the study which is: Dose threeia and film
production help inteaching literary courses esplgciaovel and drama? Dose on-line teaching that tiee modern

cinematic techniques proved to be useful for teaghiterary courses.
Instrument of the Study

The researchers aim at exploring the differencesvim ways of teaching literary texts based on tsults of

students' in two suctions in Novel and drama cauBeth groups received the same syllabus, textdand homework.

However, one group adopted the traditional insiometi method (lecturing), while the other adoptied modern
method which relies as visual aids representechbyfitm watching, audio both groups sat to apreé-teslassify them

according to their level prior to teaching.

Again, another test at the end of the course i® dormeasure the advances/ differences in thergsldevel. The
experimental group is separated from the controugrby giving them the lectures in lab, whereas dbitrol group

received the education in an ordinary classroom.

The assignments for both groups were essay writitegary analysis and commenting on certain exgrdiom

the novel /play.
The Pilot Study

Having in mind the importance of accuracy in unalertg this study, the researchers aimed at tratiagffect of
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film productions watching of selected literary ®XOthello, wuthering heights) on students' achievets' and their

literary skills mechanics which include criticisemalysis and comments of the previous works.
THE JURY

After a series of revisions of the questionnaine, tesearchers gave the final form of the quessioario the Jury
who consisted of six professional doctors who hadoihg experience in teaching English as a secomgukge. The Jury

members were asked to decide on the following point
e Face and content validity of the test.
» The accordance of the items to measure the skHiigaed to the students' in the table of specifinat

e Having studied the test, the Jury members readiedécision that the test is valid in both face eodtent and

the organization of the test is skillfully planned.
Validity of the Instrument

Before undertaking any step of asking the studémtsét for a test, a pilot study is done by dinglthe students'

of the same level (Byear students').

The pilot study provided us with the informatioreded for the study such as the time needed foopeirig the

same task, the clarity of instructions, and thetgpthe questions (open ending essay questions).

The results will unveil the gaps in the managenaémeal study. Alsoit can indicate the degree @idalilty of the
items of the test. The sample of the test incliztesf the studentsfrom the same population aftefigning the validity

between the face and content.

Then the item analysis is distributed to the cohege relevance, organization, language, vocabutgammar,

and creative thinking.
Reliability of the Test

Perhaps the most common way of measuring the talidithe test is "retesting”. This step was perfed on a
sample of (25) students from the same populatiomfivhich the original sample was selected. Aftee¢hweeks of
having the tests the pilot group set for the saes¢ ising the same environment i.e.(place, timamexmanagement).
According to Pearson's formula, the managementitiapted the pilot test revealed a correlation betwthe levels of the
students' on both testing cases. The correlatio faand to be 0.85 and therefor by using Peardomsula the test is

acceptable if it is not less than (0.50). Theretbeetest proved to be reliable.
Procedures

A pretest was conducted at the beginning of theseouAnother test was done of the end of the expati to

measure the students' development and the degoeenpfrehension of the major elements in the litevaorks.
Implementation

The students have to take written exam at the baygnof the experiment by writing an essay aboaet itot of
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the play/ novels the exam is corrected and evargestt has a certain degree measuring his level.sdhge group has
another exam but after watching the film of the satay/ novel they had already read. Another degrseored for every
student and by doing so we can measure the dedrtee students' comprehensionof the literary worfkeAthat an

average is done to check if there is any developinghe students' level.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

After the researchers have collected data and asdlthe results, the study proved that after setiadilmed
novel/ play, the students scored better marks thein earlier scores before seeing the film. Thiscpdure of pretesting
and testing reveal a development in the studemis! Ibecause the students were able to presente aritical thinking

and understanding of the novel/play.

Table 1: Presents the Development of Students Undganding of the Play/ Novel

The Elements of the Literary Work | Before Seeing the Film| After Seeing the Film | P. Value
Characters 3.5 3.9 0.187
Setting 3.2 4.0 0.034
Narration 3.7 4.2 0.029
Plot 2.7 3.2 0.135
Themes 3.6 4.1 0.048

In light of the results, the table shows a gregidnt of watching the filming material of the liteyavork on the

students' achievements which was as follow

The understanding of the characters of the playehoomes in the first place; the value on theltstare was
0.187.

The plot comes in the second place with a valueiabd 35.

The understanding of the themes and the majar lamaninor ideas come in the third place with a valbeut
0.048.

The understanding of the setting represented irithes and the places of the literary work comethenfourth
place with a value of 0.034.

Narration comes at the fifth position with a vabfed.029.

The results of the study agree with Kitade (200@) Belix (2002) who both emphasize the importarfcésual
teaching aids in increasing the students' achiemesn8oth of them see the " on-line learning caralieol which in the
hands of creative educational designers, dedicatedine moderators and enthusiastic students',thaspotential to
enhance our learning experience beyond and iniaddib the expectations of even the best classreowironment.”
(Felix: 2002:12)

The study finds out that there are some cautiodschallenges of the filming of the literary matériaespite the
great benefits of the filming of the literary maaérbut there are many challenges and fears fatiag@cademic researches

they are summarized in the following points:

Many information is deleted.
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e The filming will limit the students' imagination vah varies from one person to another accordings@bilities.

» In certain cases, the film may adopt certain patspe and focus on it and thus ignore significatitides which
contradict with the producer'saattitude.

* The most dangerous thing is changing some detaiégltding scenes or deleting scenes from the remtso

* The purpose of iterative is fun which could be dbyereading and imagination and many people whefaldy
read the novel state that they enjoyed reading rttuma watching the film methods, the traditional ghe
modern and on-line way.

» However, the study concludes that there are mangradges for the use of films as a teaching aig Hre
summarized in the following points:

* There are many advantages for the filming in whicny passages of description of description of

external/ internal setting can be done in one sedfiaet which saves both time and effort.

* The mixing of the audio effects and visual aidshsas lighting and music can highlights the students

reaction especially the climax of the play / nowelthe ending.

e Studentscan recognize the major character andrdliffiate between the major and the minor characters
according to the role they acted.

CONCLUSIONS

As seen above the results reveal that the studdteiswatching the filmed literary material scomggnificantly
better marks if compared with their earlier markfobe seeing the film. Consequently, the study kates that the filming
of the literary material has appositive outcomecsoning students' comprehension development bedaisseflected in a

better understanding of the literary elements efilork i.e (setting, plot, themes, and charactédna ..etc.).

The study recommends the need of updating the iteatdchniques to include watching films as a t@agkaid
for literary courses in general and novel/dramaarticular. Besides, the mass development in thleiof technology
must be employed in teaching in all its digitalnfia. The universities must change their curricutanfthe traditional style
to the online teaching in which filming materialimeluded. In this light, modern labs which are ipged withal facilities
(i.e internet access, films and visual aids, auditads) must be available. If our universities\pde these facilities, the

learning of English literary sources (plays, noystsries,...)will be and enjoyable at the same time.
RECOMMENDATIONS
The study recommends the following points

» University libraries should be provided with electic sources and aids such as the filmed matefridleoliterary

courses that aretaught at the university

* The researchers believe that students must readoted carefully before seeing the film to fill the gaps that

the producer had cut to realize the "invented ssfoe cinematic effects.

e Students must be aware of the cautions of watctfiediimed material because sometimes the produggoses

his own perspective and produces the film accortling single point of view which may be differenbrh the

Impact Factor(JCC): 1.7843 This article can be downloaded fromwww.impactjournals.us |




Amal Riyadh Kitishat & Khawla Al-Omar |

original work perspective.

Students must be aware of the historical and palitontext of the filmed literary material espdigithose which

are concerned with historical events that docunteoéetain revolutions and wars.

Students must avoid falling in the trap of propatgaspecially when they see a film about certaio bea king.
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